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C O N T E N T S

There are many articles in this issue of NDNU Magazine
that are “cutting edge.” Perhaps what most exemplifies
cutting edge is that we, as a university, present the oppor-
tunity for all sides of an issue to be heard. We may not
like others’  point of view but we can’t understand, sup-
port, and feel comfortable with our own unless we fully
understand each other.

The most important and the most obvious point about
our universities is that we have the good fortune to live 

in a country that values ideas, debates, discussion, and expression. Universities
ascribe to the tradition of academic freedom. Translated in simple terms, we 
can express ourselves without negative consequences. If we choose to prevent 
a professor’s right to call a press conference against the death of a convicted
murderer, what is the next idea, thought, or position we will try to prevent 
him/her from publicly expressing on the campus? We need to be sure that all
opinions can be presented on our campus in a civil and respectful environment.
As a university we will acknowledge all points of view expressed in a respectful
manner. 

On another note, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Judith
Maxwell Greig as the provost at NDNU. The provost is the chief academic 
officer and will stand in for me when I am not available. Dr. Greig served most
recently as the interim provost, dean of the School of Education and Leadership,
and special advisor to the president. She holds the rank of full professor in the
School of Education, and has strong support from the faculty and administrative
staff. We welcome her in this most important role.

Dr. Greig is on the “cutting edge” preparing for our Western Association of
Schools & Colleges (WASC) review in March of 2006. This will be the second
visit by the review team (the first was in the spring of 2004). She and associate
provost Dr. Greg White are to be commended for the hard work of their 
committee.

Finally, it is with pleasure that I compliment those on the “cutting edge” 
who worked so hard to obtain the W. M. Keck Foundation grant of $500,000,
which will greatly enhance NDNU’s ability to better educate our students.

Enjoy this issue of NDNU Magazine and please let us know your thoughts
about what you read.

Sincerely,

John B. Oblak, Ph.D.
President, Notre Dame de Namur University
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D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S

he 15th President of (then) College of Notre Dame, 
Sr. Veronica Skillin, SND, served for 14 years, from 1980
until August of 1994. She started her career at CND 
in 1968 as Dean of Students, which she thoroughly

enjoyed, and remained in that position until 1973. For the next
seven years she served in several roles, including as principal of
Notre Dame Elementary School in Belmont, as principal of Notre
Dame High School in Alameda, and in an administrative position
for the School of Education at the University of San Francisco.

During her tenure as
President, Sr. Veronica
helped the College grow
from 1400 to over 1600
students, and she realized
the dream of building a
gymnasium for the cam-
pus: in the fall of 1991,
the Walter Gleason
Center opened, providing
a home for basketball
teams and other athletic
programs. “It was such a
thrill for the entire cam-

pus when we were able to
have our home basketball games on campus instead of at a near-
by community college,” she commented in a recent interview.

Sr. Veronica believed in the importance of the entire commu-
nity, and would bring small groups of freshmen into her office

each fall so that they would know who she was and could 
then “pop in” and visit her during their time on campus.

In May 2001 the Board of Trustees of the University awarded
Sr. Veronica an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters and con-
ferred the status of President Emerita. A resident in the Sisters 
of Notre Dame Province Center just across from Ralston Hall
Mansion, Sr. Veronica often attends events on campus and
remains active in the life of the University. The endowed scholar-
ship was established at the time of her retirement as a lasting 
tribute to her contributions to the institution and as a way to 
help future generations of NDNU students achieve their dream 
of a college education.

Says Sr. Veronica, “It was an honor to meet my scholarship
recipient and to realize that our scholarships allow men and
women like Diana to continue their education at NDNU.”

Donor Profile:

The Sr. Veronica Skillin, SND Endowed Scholarship

T

he New Year began with wonderful
news as NDNU received a $500,000
grant from the W. M. Keck Found-

ation to support the development of
course curricula that use Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) as a learning
tool. GIS is a technology which analyzes,
compares and integrates data from a 
geographic perspective.

Based in Los Angeles, the W. M. Keck
Foundation was established in 1954 by
William Myron Keck, founder of the
Superior Oil Company. It is one of the
nation’s largest philanthropic organiza-
tions, with assets of more than $1 billion. 

“The generous funding from the 
W. M. Keck Foundation will firmly
launch the Center for Science and Society
at NDNU,” stated Dr. Lizbeth Martin,

Dean of the School of Sciences. “The
funds will build a state-of-the art GIS 
laboratory and be used to purchase the
latest ‘smart classroom’ technology. 

“With the training support provided
by this grant, faculty across disciplines
will be able to work collaboratively,”
added Dr. Martin. “The Science curricu-
lum will be reinvigorated and the Center
for Science and Society moved to the 
next level.” 

Indeed, the infrastructure will be used
to take community-based problems, such
as community health needs, and embed
those problems in course curricula for 
faculty and students to research and
resolve. Findings will be shared with the
community via public presentations and
through student designed interactive web

sites. Students will also be engaged in
learning their discipline while helping
the community.

Dean Martin cited the involvement 
of two faculty members as particularly
integral to NDNU’s early GIS activity:
Stephanie McDonald, lecturer in Natural
Sciences; and Neil Marshall, Professor 
of Biology. The pair conducted NDNU’s
two GIS pilot courses during the ’03-’05
academic years. Additionally, Professor
MacDonald arranged for a two-day 
GIS training for faculty last year and
researched the software and equipment
required for the envisioned laboratory.

For more information regarding GIS,
see our “On the Cutting Edge” article on
page 8.

W. M. Keck Foundation Awards Grant 

T

Diana Enriquez is a freshman working toward a double major 
in Political Science and Business Marketing. Diana is from Duarte, 
a small city in Southern California where she was very active at 
her local parish, Immaculate Conception Church in Monrovia. 
She attended San Gabriel Mission High School and was named 
San Gabriel Mission Royal Court Princess in her senior year. In 
that position, Diana volunteered in San Gabriel city and attended 
many chamber mixers with local businesses. 

“I feel at home here at NDNU,” said Diana, who is considering 
a religious life. “It’s a wonderful community and I love the faculty
and staff. You can really see that the teachers care for their stu-
dents. From the very first time I visited campus, I felt welcome. 
I feel very privileged to be a part of NDNU.”

Sr. Veronica with scholarship recipient,
Diana Enriquez ’09.
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FA C U LT Y  N E W S

Childhood Loss 
Shirley Linden Morrison has
taught mythology and literature 
at NDNU for more than 30 years.
In 2004 she was the recipient of
the University’s prestigious Living
Torch Award, and this year the
School of Arts and Humanities
offered an endowed scholarship in
her name. She recently published 
a book with her husband Delmont
Morrison, Ph.D., Memories of Loss 
and Dreams of Perfection. 

The book studies the develop-
ment of imagination in childhood, the effects on that development
of the early loss of a psychologically important member of the
family, and unsuccessful grieving. 

“For the child, unsuccessful grieving is the result of anxiety
and unresolved conflict related to the deceased, who is known
not through ongoing experience but through compensatory 
memory,” Morisson explains. “Unacceptable thoughts about the
deceased person generate internal anxiety; repression occurs, and
the unconscious develops. The child’s major defense is identifica-
tion with the idealized lost sibling or parent. Disruptions occur in
the development of representational, reflective, and autonomous
thought.” 

The Morrisons use the lives and writings of Emily Brontë,
James M. Barrie, Isak Dinesen, and Jack Kerouac to illustrate 
the relationship between unsuccessful grieving in childhood 
and imagination and creativity. 

Racial Identity
Bobby Vaughn, NDNU’s director of
the Office of Mission and Diversity,
recently published a chapter in an
edited volume of 2005 Afro-Mexico:
Blacks, Indigenas, Politics, and the
Greater Diaspora. It’s titled “In
Neither Enemies Nor Friends:
Latinos, Blacks, Afro-Latinos.” 

The chapter is based on 
his anthropological fieldwork
among Mexicans of African descent
in southern Mexico over the past
ten years. It explores a unique
Afro-Mexican racial identity and how such an identity contrasts
with both indigenous identities and mestizo identities. It also
looks at African-American immigration to the United States and
begins to explore ways that Afro-Mexican racial identity might 
be on the cusp of change.

Vaughn is also busy starting a community drumming class,
otherwise known as a drum circle, at NDNU. He has been playing

conga drums for more than 10 years and hopes to share his love 
of music with others at the University.

“I thought it might be nice for faculty, staff, and students to get
together a couple of times a month to play hand drums and other
instruments,” Vaughn said. “Drumming is a nice way to relax, get
in touch with our bodies, and express ourselves in ways that may
not be so familiar to us.”

Sister Stang’s Biography
This summer Sister Roseanne
Murphy will begin writing slain
Sister Dorothy Stang’s biography.
Sister Roseanne was recently asked
to pen the book by Sisters from
Dorothy Stang’s province in Ohio.
They apparently liked the style of
Sister Roseanne’s biography Julie
Billiart: Woman of Courage, regarding
the foundress of the Sisters of
Notre Dame, St. Julie Billiart. 

A Sister of Notre Dame and 
NDNU alumna ’64, Stang was

murdered by gunmen hired by oppressors in the Amazon state of
Para, Brazil, where she spent the last forty years working as a mis-
sionary to preserve the land of the poor in the Amazon rainforest. 

“Large ranchers are taking land away from poor farmers, who
have been given the land by the Brazilian government,” stated
Sister Roseanne. “Sister Dorothy was helping the poor to develop 
sustainable farming methods in the area. Because she was work-
ing for justice and exposing the corruption of the ranchers, she
was targeted.” 

Sister Roseanne went on to explain that Sister Dorothy 
was murdered as she was walking to a meeting where she was
going to share a map designating the land which belonged to the
farmers. Before she was shot, Sister Dorothy pulled out her Bible
and read, “Blessed are the persecuted, for theirs is the kingdom 
of God.”

Conducting Women 
As a result of her relationship with
UC Berkeley as a visiting scholar,
NDNU music lecturer Lois
Musmann has created a fourteen-
page survey which was sent to
women orchestral conductors
across the United States. The sur-
vey was partnered by the Women’s
Philharmonic of San Francisco.

The questions, qualitative and
quantitative, related to the areas of
cultural change and equality, pro-
fessional development, the role of

Faculty Corner

Shirley Linden Morrison

Bobby Vaughn

Sr. Roseanne Murphy

Lois Musmann
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C A M P U S  N E W S

t 81 years young, NDNU student
Ruth Singleton ’06 figures she has
a lot of living left to do. Finishing

her degree in human services has become
Ruth’s focus as she plans on becoming a
social worker to help those who resemble
herself in what to some may seem like a
lifetime ago. 

Ruth recalls growing up in Magnolia,
TX, and taking delight in changing the
placards on the railroad car which sep-
arated blacks from whites, hoping to 
confuse travelers and perhaps stir the
racial card. 

“This was back in the time when
restrooms and fountains were separated,
those for colored people and those for
white people,” explained Ruth, a share-
cropper’s daughter, the sixth out of ten
kids. Her father, a Baptist minister,
emphasized the importance of family 
and finding a purpose in life. 

“My great-grandmother came from
Africa,” said Ruth. “She was an African
slave who never spoke English. Their slave
name was Shannon.  

“My grandmother was born six months
after slavery was abolished,” she said.
“Now, she grew up to marry a black man.”
Ruth said her white grandparents were
somewhat disenfranchised from the rest 
of the family. “We never talked about it.”

Ruth also grew up understanding 
that education was an opportunity not
afforded to black people. In protest to the
school district supervisor, she took the

seventh grade twice because high school
wasn’t an option for farm workers or
black people living in Texas. Realizing 
the privilege of education, Ruth moved 
to California in her early 20’s. It’s here 
that she met and fell in love with Lee Roy
Singleton, a decorated Navy man who
served in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam.
They had five children together, three

daughters and two sons. Their son,
Robert, an ace paratrooper who received 
a purple heart in Vietnam, died in 1995. 

Besides raising her large her family of
five, Ruth held various jobs including  one
as a licensed vocational nurse. At the age

of 42, when her children were grown,
Ruth received her GED from Sequoia High
School in Redwood City and attended 
the College of San Mateo, earning both 
an AA and cosmetology degree. She then
opened three beauty shops, including one
at Lytton Gardens nursing home in Palo
Alto. She later received a scholarship from
SRI International which helped her attend
NDNU to continue her upper-division
courses. 

Education took a back seat when Ruth
took care of her father, and her husband
and then her son passed away. 

“Nobody wanted to walk in my foot-
steps,” Ruth said. However, at 81 years 
of age, Ruth was once again inspired to 
go back to school and finish what she 
had started. 

“It was just right for me to come back,”
she said. “I love this campus; it was my
first choice.” Ruth intends to finish her 
BS in Human Services in order to help
families ravaged by Hurricane Katrina. 

“I know what it means to come to
California with that kind of education,”
Ruth stated. “Those people didn’t have
anything. They were poor to begin with.

“If I can’t do anything the rest of my 
life but help those people it will be worth
me coming back to school,” said Ruth.
“I’m blessed to have the opportunity to 
do this for others.

“My father lived to be 93. Just by that,
by his example, I have a lot more to give.”

Young at Heart

A

Ruth Singleton

ather Tom Splain, S.J., joined the
NDNU staff in October as the new
resident chaplain. He lives on cam-

pus, takes his meals in the dining room,
and is responsible for developing the
student liturgies on Sunday evenings.
His present plans include helping stu-
dents prepare the music for masses,
introducing media, and designing a 
new altar. The present one is plywood. 

Fr. Splain grew up in Burlingame,
went to Serra High School, and actually
attended a couple of proms at Notre
Dame High School. He is returning to
the Bay Area after a 23-year absence.

Having lived and worked in Manhattan,
Bolivia, Paraguay, Honolulu, Fiji, and
Italy, he finished a five-year stint as 
professor of cultural anthropology at 
the Gregorian University in Rome in
July. With graduate degrees in liturgy
and anthropology, his primary academic
interest is in how rituals work in peo-
ple’s lives. Fr. Splain is currently work-
ing on an empirical study, in conjunction
with the University of Nümegen in
Holland, on what mourners actually
experience during a Roman Catholic
funeral rite.

In his spare
time, Father
Tom loves
movies and
dance. He is
currently an 
enthusiastic 
fan of “Dancing
With the
Stars.” With a
background in ballroom dance, Greek
folk dancing, and ballet, he will also be
teaching Latin and ballroom dancing
during this spring semester.

F
Father Tom Splain, S.J.

New Campus Chaplain 
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March 17-19
Annual Wine Country Tour
This popular event will begin with a St.
Patrick’s Day party at 6 p.m. in Ralston Hall,
then guests will board the bus for the Embassy
Suites Hotel in Napa. On Saturday we will go
to the Niebaum Coppola Winery, owned by
movie producer/screenwriter Francis Ford
Coppola, for a tour, wine tasting, and visit to
the museum which boasts memorabilia from
his famous movies. After a visit to St. Helena
we will stop at the Franciscan Winery for 
tasting and then return to the Embassy Suites
for the social hour and special dinner with the
President. On Sunday we will tour the famous
Artesa Winery, and Viansa Winery & Italian
Marketplace, where we will have a special
wine and food pairing demonstration before
heading home. 

August 1-4
Shakespeare in Ashland
This year the annual Shakespeare
in Ashland trip begins with a kick-

off BBQ at the Wind-mill Inn on Tuesday. We
will be seeing The Importance of Being Earnest,
Winter’s Tale, and Two Gentlemen from Verona
as a group. Other plays this season include 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, King John, Cyrano 
de Bergerac, The Merry Wives of Windsor and
more. This annual trip is preceded by two sem-
inars, conducted by NDNU English professor 
Dr. Ardavan Davaran, which will enable us to
get the maximum enjoyment and understand-
ing from the plays. It is a great opportunity to
enjoy the Elizabethan Theater (patterned after
the theater in Stratford) and to experience
Shakespeare in a magnificent setting. The
event may be used for University credit. 

NDNU Alumni Association
Board of Directors

President, Alexander Agopovich ’92, ’01

Vice President, Anne Navach ’81

Alumni Board Members

Annie Chmielewski ’98, ’00

Rosario Fernandez ‘04

Gary Krippendorf ’03

Patrice Ragona ’02

Lisa Tonelli ’03

If you are interested in becoming 
a member of the Board, call Janet 
Giannini at (650) 508-3515.

2006 Alumni Events Calendar

Alumni Soiree in San Francisco

Contact Janet Gianinni (650) 508-3515 for more information about Alumni Events.

Earlier this year, NDNU alumna Dorothy Kitt ’56 and her husband Ted hosted a
reception highlighting the University in their home located at the historic Polk
Mansion in San Francisco. Several NDNU opera students, who recently teamed
up with Donald Pippin’s legendary Pocket Opera, were also in attendance.

Rizzo Quinio, Bachelor of Music ’98, Master of Music ’07,
dazzled the crowd with a song from the world premiere 
of Offenbach’s operetta, “Genevieve.”

Longtime NDNU Board member Dorothy Kitt (front right) and
husband Ted, pose with President and Mrs. Oblak and Donald

Pippin, Artistic Director of San Francisco Pocket Opera.



Campus Life
Campus Life programs are typically among students’ first exper-
iences at NDNU, and in Fall 2005 two new programs were
launched to help students get to know their classmates and culti-
vate leadership skills. A white-water rafting trip on the American
River took place before classes began, giving students a chance 
to get acquainted and learn about teamwork. The second new
program was a Freshmen Leadership Retreat in the Santa Cruz
Mountains. “We wanted to get the freshmen thinking about future
leadership on campus and beyond by exposing them to leadership
training and team-building exercises. The retreat also gave us an
opportunity to assure that students were settling into campus life
comfortably,” said Richard Watters, director of the Center for
Student Leadership.

Richard is also enthusiastic about the new Leadership and Public
Service minor, which will teach students how to be ’change
agents’ when they leave campus. He expects the new minor 
to be added to the curriculum in Fall 2006.

Kathryn Racine-Jones, director of Campus Life’s Center for
Spirituality and Social Change, is committed to helping students
“tap into the river that runs beneath all faiths” and “cultivate an
awareness of the sacred dimension of life” by reframing the center
so spirituality is part of the discussion of social change and social
justice. 

“This gives us an opportunity to see the two disciplines through
fresh eyes,” she explained. “Spirituality can then inform students’
efforts for social change and social justice, and seeing and reflect-
ing on social change and social justice can become a way of
incarnating spirituality.”

Cutting-Edge Programs & Curriculum SharpenCutting-Edge Programs & Curriculum Sharpen 

Students’ Skills For Life Outside the ClassroomStudents’ Skills For Life Outside the Classroom

At NDNU classroom instruction is just 
one part of the learning equation. NDNU’s
Campus Life Division and all four of 
the University’s schools have cutting 
edge programs planned or in place to give
students practical hands-on experience
that will give them an advantage in their
chosen profession after graduation.

Throughout the University there are 
opportunities for students to work with 
professionals in their area of study prior 
to graduation or to use the latest tech-
nology available for real-time business 
and research applications so their learning
curve will be minimal when they enter the
workforce.
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New to the Center for Spirituality and Social Change 
this spring will be a meditation course based on Zen
awareness. Racine-Jones will be teaching the course 
with Notre Dame Sr. Phyllis D’Anna, SND who lived 
in a Zen monastery for ten years. 

“There is so much good work for social justice and social
change taking place at NDNU, and it is exciting to work 
at the intersection of these disciplines and spirituality,”
Racine-Jones said. “I think the most important job the
Center for Spirituality and Social Change can do is to 
create a strong infrastructure for a mutually beneficial 
relationship.”

Also in the Campus Life department is the student Conflict
Resolution Center, which was established through a grant
from the Danford Foundation last year. A mediation skills
course that will debut in the spring will prepare student
volunteers to work with two agencies in the community,
the Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center and the San
Mateo County Juvenile Offender Program. “Our hope is 
to follow the volunteer work with attendance at a national
conflict resolution conference so that students will be able
to get a bigger picture of what is going on in the field,”
said Mary Olesky, director of student development and
responsibility.

School of 
Arts and Humanities
There is a strong tradition of “learning by doing” in the
theatre arts curriculum. The curriculum is production-
focused and, because there are fewer students in the 
program than in a larger school, a larger percentage have
the opportunity to participate in a variety of capacities on
stage and behind the scenes. 

In addition to student productions, the theatre arts pro-
gram has had a professional partnership with the San
Francisco Pocket Opera for the past three years. In late
January 2006, seventeen NDNU students joined the
Pocket Opera’s professional cast to present the world 
premiere of Donald Pippin’s new English version of
Offenbach’s “Genevieve.”

NDNU’s dance program is expanding at a dizzying rate,
with increases in enrollment and performances, according
to Mike Elkins, chair of the theatre arts department. “Now
that we have added a dance minor, the program has
become a magnet for students with a variety of majors,” 

Students receive a 

state-of-the-art education 

that prepares them 

for the real world or  

. . . life after graduation.
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he said. Colleen Lorenz, director of the dance program,
gives the example of an education major who is earning a
dance minor and will apply her knowledge to teach dance
at the high school level.

This spring the dance program will begin an association
with the Peninsula Ballet Theatre (PBT). Michael Lowe,
artistic director of the PBT, will be teaching a master level
dance class at NDNU that will culminate with NDNU stu-
dents performing the pieces he creates at NDNU. An asso-
ciation with a modern dance company is on the horizon.

“When students have the opportunity to work with profes-
sionals, it strongly reinforces our ’learn and apply,’ ’hit the
ground running’ educational philosophy,” Mike explained.
“Our focus is definitely all about getting students ready to
go to the next level.” 

School of Business and Management
The new Business Studio in the School of Business and
Management, which made its debut in January 2006, 
will challenge students to develop the exact skill sets that
businesses want employees to have. Using the latest and
greatest software and state-of-the-art computer technology,
students will apply knowledge learned in the classroom 
to real business problems and produce pod casts and
Internet TV episodes. 

“NDNU business graduates are going to have a real
advantage over those from other schools because they 
will actually have worked on the types of projects that 
are the standard in the business world today,” said Peter
Young, director of the School of Business and Manage-
ment’s intensive business program. “I don’t know of any
other school in the Bay Area that is providing this type 
of learning environment for its students.”

Physically, the Business Studio consists of a reallocated
space that is equipped with six small team workstations
and twenty-four laptops. Peter envisions his Corporate
Communication and Technology students using the studio
to produce Internet broadcasts of NDNU news, while
finance professor David Hua’s students will work with
QuickBooks software to use real accounting figures from
an imaginary company to do financial modeling and bud-
get projection. Economics professor Sujata Verma’s stu-
dents will now be able to crunch numbers and raw data
from market research surveys to identify trends typically
used by businesses for customer satisfaction projects.

“We are very, very excited about this because it will 
mean that our students – whether they are in their 20s or
are older students who have returned to school to finish a
degree or make a career change – are going to be able to
go on job interviews and tell prospective employers ’Yes,
that’s something I’ve done. Let me show you,’ ” said Peter.
“I can’t think of anything we could be doing that would
give our students a better competitive edge.”

“Although most of our younger students grew up with com-
puter technology, the truth is that most of them haven’t
used it for anything other than playing games and chatting
with friends,” George Klemic, director of undergraduate
business programs, explained. “With the Business Studio
as a resource we’ll soon have them doing the types of
goal-directed things that they’ll be doing as employees 
in the real world in real time.”

School of Education
NDNU’s School of Education has formed partnerships 
with schools in surrounding communities to give students
the opportunity to see the concepts they are learning in
action. In addition to doing student teaching, NDNU stu-
dents go to the school sites to observe “model teaching.” 

The students first meet with the classroom instructor, 
who explains the lesson to them. Next they have an
opportunity to observe the lesson being taught in a way
that connects theory with practice. After the lesson they
are de-briefed by the classroom teacher and their NDNU
professor and have a chance to ask questions. At their
NDNU class session following the site visit, the students
discuss what they observed. 

“This is an invaluable experience for our students. There
are very few schools in the Bay Area that include school
site visits, other than required student teaching, as a 
part of the curriculum,” said interim dean of education 
Dr. Joan Rossi.

The School of Education is also collaborating with two
local museums, Coyote Point Museum in San Mateo 
and the Tech Museum of Innovation in San Jose, this 
academic year.

The Tech Museum provided training in engineering and
technology education curriculum to Susanne Commisso, 
a graduate student in the School of Education who is
focusing on science education at the elementary and 
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middle school levels. Susanne participated in the
Engineering is Elementary Curriculum pilot with the
express purpose of bringing new curriculum methods 
and instructional strategies back to the teacher creden-
tial courses at NDNU. Thanks to Susanne and the Tech
Museum staff, multiple-subject students enrolled in
ED331Z - Science and Social Studies Methods will 
learn about the Engineering Elementary Curriculum. 

Staff from Coyote Point Museum and NDNU faculty 
are currently working on a proposal to partner to provide
training and practice in elementary environmental science
teaching methods to teacher candidates in NDNU’s
Multiple Subject Credential Program. This project has
a tentative start date of Fall 2006.

School of Sciences
The School of Sciences is in the early stages of establish-
ing its Center for Science and Society, which will develop
interdisciplinary curricula focused on the interaction of
biological, psychological, social, spiritual, and socio-
cultural forces to determine superior ways to intervene 
in societal problems. 

The Center will not only be a source of education, but
also a catalyst in the community to develop strategies for
initiating and maintaining healthy lifestyle behaviors and
building healthy social support systems. Critical to the 
success of the Center’s planned research and outreach
activities is a Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Laboratory.

GIS is a technology that is used to view and analyze data
from a geographic perspective. It links information to loca-
tion (such as people to addresses, buildings to parcels, or
streets within a network) and layers that information to
give users a better understanding of how it all interrelates.

“We see the GIS Lab as the most important piece of the
Center’s infrastructure not only because it will give us 
an even greater ability to interact with the community 
to solve specific problems, but because it will make our
students literate in a technology that is becoming more
and more prevalent,” said Dr. Beth Martin, dean of the 
School of Sciences.

One example of how GIS might be used is a plan from 
the graduate departments of Art Therapy Psychology,

Clinical Psychology and Gerontology to use GIS to 
map San Francisco Bay Area mental health service
providers (therapists, clinics, hospitals, social service 
agencies) and service recipients. Locations of providers
and recipients could then be cross-referenced with geo-
graphically based client variables, including rates of 
diagnosed illnesses, rates of drug abuse and domestic 
violence, socio-economic status, age, and cultural/ethnic.
The departments’ faculty envision this use of GIS as a 
service to students and alumni, as well as a proactive
approach to community needs and services. 

“Ultimately, we intend to create research projects that
engage students from several disciplines in collecting and
analyzing GIS data relevant to specific social problems,”
Beth explained. The databases created will then be avail-
able to all disciplines, allowing interdepartmental use.
Each time a course is offered, students will be building 
on previous data collections, either adding to them,
expanding the inquiry, or modifying data in the context 
of new understandings. 

“As the databases are examined each year by fresh eyes,
we anticipate that multiple interdisciplinary continuing
courses will result, as will several innovative experiments
we cannot now predict,” Beth said.

In coming years NDNU plans to sustain this ambitious
program by embedding research on a given topic into
course curricula, creating case studies and solutions using
GIS. Over the years, multiple groups of faculty and student
researchers will add to and upgrade the databases each
time the course is taught so that in time they will become
critical community resources for decision-makers in a 
variety of areas.

Another long-term goal is to establish an interactive 
NDNU GIS web site that will make it possible for both 
the general public as well as community partners in sci-
ence courses employing GIS to access NDNU’s research
findings. Databases from individual courses will also be
archived and stored on an NDNU server for use by faculty
and students in later courses. Eventually, the large, accessi-
ble data banks created will serve as a rich resource for the
university and the community. 
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im Thompson, who graduated from NDNU in 1992 with a
bachelor’s degree in theatre, says that NDNU “turned out 
to be one of the best things that ever happened to me.”

“I was so young when I arrived at NDNU, but it offered
me two things I was looking for – the opportunity to run cross-
country, which I loved, and the opportunity to get the education 
I thought I needed to realize my lifelong dream of working in the
entertainment industry,” Tim recalled. “However, I left with much,
much more – NDNU gave me a strong foundation for the rest of 
my life.”

A Denver native who spent his freshman year at a small college
in Kansas, Tim credits NDNU with giving him life and professional
skills that he might not have acquired at a larger school and for
teaching him to think “outside the box.” 

Tim not only ran cross-country, he also was heavily involved 
in the theater department, where he acted or worked backstage.
During the yearly production of A Christmas Carol, he became 
infamous for creating “the blizzard of ’91”; while he was working
backstage the snow machine’s rope rigging broke, covering all the
actors with a mountain of snow rather than flurries.

“I learned how to run meetings, did a lot of public speaking, 
and acquired computer skills, which was pretty unusual in the early
1990s,” Tim said.

Immediately after graduation, Tim headed to Burbank and began
knocking on the doors of production companies looking for work –
any kind that would open the door to a career in the entertainment
industry. He landed a job at Dick Clark Productions at “the lowest
end,” as a runner/production assistant, but, thanks to the computer
skills he learned at NDNU, he moved up the ranks quickly, working
on the American Music Awards, the Emmys and the Oscars. 

“My theatre experience at NDNU prepared me well because
these award shows are theatre first, with TV cameras brought in
after everything is set up,” Tim explained.

After 18 months of working with Dick Clark Productions, Tim
moved on to Imaginary Forces, a small design group headed by 
Kyle Cooper. According to Tim, Cooper became one of the top 20
designers of the century and all motion graphics in the 1970s were
influenced by him. 

“All our careers skyrocketed with Kyle. I was definitely at the
right place at the right time,” Tim said.

However, in 2001, after working on more than 100 projects 
and rising from producer to head of operations, Tim left Imaginary
Forces. He began to feel that too much of his identity was tied 
to the company and wanted time to “sort things out.” Later that

Tim Thompson

T
From Movies to Ministry

’42 
Kathleen Howes Erwin, BA 

in Music, at age 82 continues 
to play her grandfather’s violin,
especially at the Congregational
church where her husband has 
been organist and choirmaster 
for over 25 years. 

’45 
Donna J. Weiler Thompson, 

AA, just returned from a cruise in
Alaska. She plans on taking a cruise
to the Amazon in April of 2006.
Handicap facilities are awesome
and most comfortable.

’48 
Margaret “Peggy” J. Baccelli, AA

in English, had a wonderful 12-day
Mediterranean cruise in August
and extended it five days to visit
her husband’s relatives in Italy. 

’57 
Eveleen Johnston Lopez, BS 

in English, is a teacher’s aide/
substitute at St. Raymond School
in Menlo Park. She is still a creden-
tialed teacher, so she does much
work with her class. Her husband,
Carlos Lopez, became the president
of Menlo College in May 2003.

’60 
Diane Lovegrove Bader, BA 

in Music, is the secretary of the
Crones Counsel board. This is 
a group of older, wiser women 
over 50 who live in various places
across the U.S. This year some came
to their annual gathering from
England, Scotland, Wales, Canada,
Mexico, and New Zealand as well
as from the U.S. 

’60, ’61 
Barbara Higgins Beirne,

Credential (’60), is an owner/
manager of several properties. 
Her seventh grandson was born 
in October 2005. No girls yet. 
“It’s a good thing I love little 
boys!” she says.

’64 
Corinne Ann Graves, BA in

History, has a love of dance and
movement that began at age three
with tap and ballet classes and
remains today. She started her 
Mira Costa College journey teach-
ing Body Conditioning for Seniors
two days a week at the Mission 
San Luis Rey while managing and
teaching at her own exercise studio
in Solana Beach. She has taught 
for MCC at the Oceanside Senior
Center, the Adult Learning Center
when it opened, and now at the
CLC. Mira Costa recently honored
noncredit associate faculty who
have served the community for over
20 years. Cory Graves was among
the award recipients. 

’65 
Valerie L. Tarantino, BS in Business,

works as the director of events at the 
San Francisco Zoological Society. 

’66, ’75 
Eileen Denson Riley, BA in

English, MAT-Teaching,  retired

from her job as an elementary

school principal in October 2004.

’67 
Dr. Patricia Lowery, BS in Bio-

chemistry, recently received the
Distinguished Member Award 
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of the Association of Women
Surgeons at the Congress of the
American College of Surgeons on
October 17, 2005, in San Francisco.
It was presented for her develop-
ment of the surgery department in
an Indian hospital on the Navajo
reservation in Fort Defiance, 
from 2000 to the present. 

’71 
Tim Genung, BA in History,  is on

active duty with the U.S. Army in
Colorado Springs, Ft. Carson. He
sends his best to everyone.

’71, ’72 
Mary Iverson, BA in History 

(’71) and Credential (’72), and her
husband Orv golf, and travel the
U.S. and Europe. They really enjoy
their 12 grandchildren and two
great children – so many blessings.
They were married 59 years on
November 29, 2005. 

’73, ’74, ’78 
Diane Quiery Sexton, BA (’73),

Credential (’74), MAT (’78), will be
entering her 32nd year as a teacher
in the Belmont/Redwood Shores
School District. She is married to
Stephen Sexton, and they have a 
12-year-old son in middle school. 

’70 
Judith Audley, BA in English, 

is the president-elect of P.E.O.

Sisterhood, California State

Chapter, which raises money 

for women’s education.

’83 
Ruth Wilson Wenzel, BA in

Sociology/Behavioral Science, has 
a son at Dartmouth College and a
daughter in 8th grade.

’92, ’98 
Julia Gounas Estes, BS in Biology 

(’92) and MSSM (’98), is a business 
development coordinator at Red 
Bluff Ford. She married Roger Estes 
in May. They moved to a lovely 
house in the country and life is good.

’95 
Devon DeGarmo, BA in Psychol-

ogy, is very happy that she and her
husband moved to Alaska. They live
in Wasilla, which is about an hour
north-east of Anchorage. It hasn’t
started snowing on the flats yet,
but the mountain peaks are cov-
ered. They get a “real” fall, which
reminds her of time spent living 
on the East Coast. She teaches 
3rd grade this year at Goose Bay
Elementary and her husband,
Rocky, is working at the University
of Alaska, Anchorage. They have
two sons – Max, three, and Jackson,
18 months. 

’98 
Danika J. Wise Hill, BA in

Behavioral Science/Christian
Ministry, writes, “I went to 
teaching preschool after college. 
I married my sweetheart, Jason, in
January of ’01. We moved to Mon-
tana where I continued teaching. 
I also tried three business ventures
while there. Now, we are moving on
to Oregon. I will be starting classes
in the fall in a Family Ministries
seminary program. We are looking
forward to being closer to the ocean
again, pioneering in a new state
again, and satisfying that hunger
for learning and growing toward
God. After that, it will be time to
look for a job in children’s/youth
ministry.” 

’04 
Patty Urbano, BM Music in

Boston, has just been accepted to
the New England Conservatory
Opera Theatre (the highest level 
in the opera department). Only 
five sopranos were accepted 
in this section, and she will be 
eligible for lead roles there this
year. Her words: “I am sooooooo
excited!” She also won a merit
scholarship last spring, awarded 
to only seven singers at the Con-
servatory. Last summer she was
at NDNU taking lessons, partic-
ipating in the “Monday Night
Salons,” and singing for Licia
Albanese’s class.
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year he became a born-again Christian and is currently pursuing a
master’s degree in divinity at Fuller Theological Seminary. Tim also
serves as the associate pastor at Sierra Madre Congregational Church
while keeping a hand in the entertainment industry at Trailer Park, 
a company that produces movie previews (also known as trailers),
commercials, television shows, video games, and posters.

Does this mean Tim plans ultimately to leave the entertainment
industry to take a full-time position as a pastor? Not at all.“I consider
it part of God’s gifting that I was given exposure to the world of the
entertainment industry. I plan to share the gospel and minister to
people in Hollywood or wherever I go with God’s message,” he said. 

Tim said that when he was young, the entertainment field
appealed to him because he wanted to do something important and
be recognized. When he found Jesus, he found what that important
thing really is – but he doesn’t think that means he should walk
away from all the entertainment industry experience he has gained
and the contacts he has made.

“Churches are changing and denominations are blending,” said
Tim. “My observation is that communities are not being built up
around churches as in the past and that people who aren’t going to
church are congregating elsewhere. I see a future where churches/
ministers will be going to the people rather than people going to 
the churches.” 

That’s the type of “out of the box” thinking Tim developed 
at NDNU. 

“I grew up and matured during my years at NDNU. The faculty
gave me overwhelming confidence that I could succeed, taught me
how to meet challenges, and to work really hard. I walked away
from NDNU as an adult,” Tim concluded. “And I met many people
there who still influence me today, including Dylan James (NDNU
’93), the best man in my wedding, and the most 
influential person in my life, my wife, Katie.”

Tim and Katie have been married for eleven years and have four
boys: Connor, Brendan, Seamus and Declan. 
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nspired by parents who always gave back to the community,
Maggie Sanchez Rodriguez returned to the city where she 
grew up to do just that after graduating from NDNU in 2001.
Maggie, who earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology with 

double minors in psychology and Latin American studies, grew 
up in San Jose’s Southside neighborhood and now works for the
Alum Rock Counseling Center in east San Jose – an area where
there is a high number of low socio-economic status families 
and children who are in need of community services.

“From an early age, I knew I wanted to work in the community
where I lived and grew up,” said Maggie. “I was always personally
motivated to attend school and learn, but there were so many
teenagers around me who were not.
My goal when I went to NDNU was to
learn how to help those teenagers and
their families.”

Now Maggie is the truancy coordin-
ator and a counselor at the Alum Rock
Counseling Center, and she credits her
education at NDNU with giving her the
skills and perspective to do the job. 

“My classes were great, but the two
things I value most from my education
at NDNU are the opportunities I had to
spend one-on-one time learning from
my professors – particularly ”Dr. Don“
(Dr. Don Stannard-Friel), who was my
counselor and is one of the best profes-
sors there – and the opportunities I had
to go out into impoverished communities, such as San Francisco’s
Tenderloin, to observe the conditions in which families are raising
their children.” 

At Alum Rock Counseling Center Maggie’s mission is to reduce
truancy and help students improve their academics by finding 
out what their barriers to learning are. “If kids are not in school,
they’re not learning and they are likely to be on the streets getting
into trouble,” she explained.

“The reasons that kids don’t go to school vary from not having
enough money for the ’right’ clothes to not being placed in 

special education classes when needed or not having the English
language skills to succeed in the classroom,” Maggie said. “And in
some neighborhoods the parents just don’t think it is safe for their
kids to go out.”

Maggie and the Alum Rock Counseling Center serve as advo-
cates for these children and their families, counseling them and
matching them with community services that will help the families
communicate with each other more effectively and help the stu-
dents overcome their barriers to learning. While the parents in the
community she serves want their children to go to school, many 
of them are working two or three jobs so it is difficult for them to
supervise school attendance and homework.

The most satisfying parts of Maggie’s
job are seeing students who are referred
to her start to care about their education
or hearing a client say, “Thank you. We
didn’t know there were services like this
to help us.”

Maggie plans to stay at Alum Rock 
for several more years, but her long-term
vision is to have a youth center of her
own where kids can feel safe, get help
with homework, socialize and “be who
they are and who they want to be – free
of peer pressure to join gangs or yield to
other destructive influences.”

As the first college graduate in her
family, Maggie says that NDNU has now
become a “family thing.” Her cousin is

currently attending NDNU and her husband, Gilbert, who teaches
at a charter school in Gilroy, earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees at NDNU.

“My parents always gave back to their community, whether 
it was through their church or on their own, and I learned from
them that we all have something to give – even if it’s just a smile,”
Maggie said. “Thanks to my parents’ inspiration and my education
at NDNU, I am doing what I love to do and I am thankful for it.”

Maggie Sanchez Rodriguez

I
Alum Shows You Can Go Home Again

Maggie, Gilbert, and 18-month-old Esteban.

’05 
Tina Poblacion, BA in Communication, is

working in Cupertino, California, as a realtor
for Coldwell Banker.

BIRTHS
Oscar Laguna ’98, BA in Communication,

and Amy Canillo Laguna ’98, BA in Latin
American Studies, are proud to announce the
birth of a baby girl, Marcella Grace, on March

30, 2005, in Walnut Creek, California. This 
is their first child. She surprised everyone by
arriving three weeks early.

MARRIAGES
Robin Frost ’04, BS in Intensive Human

Service-Counseling, and Dave Sherman are
happy to announce their marriage on June 10,
2004, in Lake Tahoe. They currently reside in
Vacaville, California.

In Memoriam
Christian Foster
Patricia Leddy Thomas ’66 

Michelle Rose Mazzei ’95 

Elizabeth Olden Roberts ’64

Mary Ann Providenza Wallis ’88

Alberta Haaland ’84

Joan Hare ’89, ’92



E V E N T S

2006 I NDNU 15

March
13 Graduate Information Forum

Ralston Hall Mansion; 6:30 p.m.

15 Intensive and Evening
Information Forum
Ralston Hall Mansion; 6:30 p.m.

17-19 Wine Country Tour
Alumni-sponsored event

22- Paintings of 
Apr. 29 Arthur Monroe 

Wiegand Gallery; 2-4 p.m.;
Reception Sun. April 2

23 “Educating for Social Justice”
Dr. Linda Darling-Hammond, 
a nationally known educator, 
is the Charles E. Ducommun
Professor in the School of
Education at Stanford University
and is widely published. Ralston
Hall Ballroom; 7 p.m.

23-26, Fiddler on the Roof
31 and Student production of
Apr. 1, 2 Boch and Harnick’s classic 

musical; NDNU Theatre; 
7:30 p.m., Sundays 2 p.m. 

26 Ralston Concert Series
Ljubomir Velickovic, violin, 
with Dmitry Cogan, piano;
Ralston Ballroom; 3 p.m.

28 Distinguished Speaker Series
Robert Rodriguez; “Building
Public-Private Partnerships”
Ralston Hall Mansion; 7:30 p.m.

April
4 Catholic Scholar Series

Fr. James Bretzke, S.J.,
Ph.D.; “End of Life
Issues;” Ralston Hall
Mansion; 7 p.m.

7, 8 Peninsula Wine Tasting
Ralston Hall Mansion; 
2-5 p.m.

21, 22 Opera Workshop 
Showcase
NDNU Theatre; 7 p.m.

28, 29 Muves Dance Showcase
NDNU Theatre; 7:30 p.m.

27-29 “Dreams Made Flesh”
A journey through the body,
mind, and soul in dance; NDNU
Theatre; 7:30 p.m.

May
6 Commencement

Athletics Field; 10:30 a.m.

Events Calendar   March-May 2006

The Third Art Museum Trip to the Los Angeles area took place over the Martin Luther King
weekend. Pictured during a rain shower in the gardens of the Huntington Museum are
members of the Class of ’82, left to right: Dorlinda Freitas Curl, Marisa Baskin, Rosemary
Heaslip Olachea, Debra LaCour Bellow, and Peggy O’Neill. The group also visited the
Norton Simon and Getty art collections.

September 29 – October 1
Alumni and Family Weekend at NDNU

Events will include
Friday Evening Reception on Campus

Saturday Welcome Breakfast
Class Reunions
Campus Tours
Belmont Festival Visit

Sunday Morning Mass and Brunch 
at Ralston Hall Mansion

S A V E  T H E  D A T EThird Alumni Association Museum Trip

Guests of the Peninsula Wine Tasting & Auction taste the
Silver Oak Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon. Proceeds from the
event benefited the NDNU Annual Fund and Ronnie Lott’s
All Stars Helping Kids Foundation.

Events, times, and dates subject to change. For a full
listing of events, visit our web site at www.ndnu.edu.
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