History

The Early Learning Center (ELC) was founded in 1964/65 school year by Sister Christina Trudeau, a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, on the campus of Notre Dame de Namur University in Belmont, California. She earned her Ed.D. at the University of Hawaii. Sister Christina Trudeau was a presence at the beginning of Head Start. Her first Head Start site became the East Palo Alto Montessori School. She founded a Montessori teacher education program at Notre Dame in 1965 which was the first Montessori training program to offer undergraduate and graduate units along with an option to earn a teaching certificate and/or graduate degree. She also founded teacher education programs at Seattle University; Chaminade University in Honolulu, Hawaii; Notre Dame Seishin University in Okayama, Japan and San Carlos University in Cebu, the Philipines. Her training programs have made an enormous impact on the early childhood educational community throughout the world. The thumbprints of her curriculum are to be found in many well-known quality Montessori programs. She has been working with disadvantaged children in different parts of the globe during the last 25 years and has recently come home. Her mission very much parallels that of Montessori in her desire to better and support the lives of children and to educate the human potential through an integrated curriculum. Dr. Maria Montessori was nominated for the Nobel peace prize three times, in 1949, 1950 and 1951. Sister Christina has continued this work striving for global peace and harmony through education. 
