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Overview
This CalTPA Handbook has been compiled to serve as a guide and source of information about the Teaching Performance Assessment. It is everyone involved in the preparation of teachers for California schools: credential candidates, cooperating teachers, district intern liaisons, school administrators, university supervisors, NDNU faculty, and alumni. The goal is to provide:

1) an understanding of the history behind the Teaching Performance Assessment (TPA),
2) its role in the process of training and credentialing teachers in the state of California,
3) the process for successfully completing the TPA for credential candidates, and
4) information that will help university and district personnel support candidates as they complete the TPA during their two semesters of clinical placements and earn their preliminary credential.

For all who use this TPA Handbook, we invite your input and suggestions for how we can improve the information presented.

For all who use this TPA Handbook, if you have questions, please feel free to contact our TPA Team. We would be happy to answer your questions.

Kristin Stout, CalTPA Coordinator
KStout@ndnu.edu 

Caryl Hodges, Accreditation Coordinator, CalTPA Support Faculty Cycle 2 chodges@ndnu.edu

Terry Jacobs, Special Education Faculty, Ed Specialist CalTPA Cycles 1 and 2 tjacobs@ndnu.edu

Margaret Koshland-Crane, General Education Faculty, CalTPA Support Faculty Cycle 2
mcrane@ndnu.edu

Stephen Lucia, CalTPA Support Courses Faculty, General Education CalTPA Cycle  1 
slucia@ndnu.edu

Margaret McKinley, CalTPA Support Courses Faculty, General Education CalTPA Cycles 1 mmckinley@ndnu.edu

Maria Patron, School of Education Executive Assistant mpatron@ndnu.edu SOE Office Phone: 650-508-3430
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[bookmark: _bookmark0]CalTPA: Introduction and FAQs
What are the Teacher Performance Assessments or TPA?

Teacher Performance Assessments (TPAs) are the rigorous evaluations of Multiple Subject (MS) and Single Subject (SS) teacher candidates as required in the 1998 law, known as Senate Bill 2042 (SB 2042). This law was enacted in California to maintain multiple pathways to a teaching credential, but ensure that regardless of the pathway (e.g., student teaching, district internships, and university internships) candidates meet a uniform set of standards. Among other provisions, it established a requirement for all California candidates for a preliminary teaching credential to pass a state-approved teaching performance assessment with demonstrated validity and reliability to supplement training, course assignments and supervisor evaluations. How TPAs are addressed across universities is among the provisions of the passed Senate Bill 1209 (SB 1209) on July 1, 2008 that called for a more standardized approach to assessments. Over the next four years, a job analysis of teaching by the California Commission on Teaching Credentialing (CTC) was conducted and a set of standards for prospective teachers, called Teaching Performance Expectations or TPEs, was developed. Assessment Design Standards for the Teaching Performance Assessments or TPAs were also developed. In 2018, the CTC adopted revisions to the Education Specialist credential, later requiring passage of TPA for teacher candidates enrolling after July 1, 2022.

In 2021, California's Senate Bill 488 (SB 488) mandated that teacher preparation programs teach evidence-based literacy instruction and requires new teachers to pass a performance assessment, aiming to improve reading skills for California students. A literacy focused version of the CalTPA was developed and implemented in Fall 2025 for all General Education (Multiple Subject, Singles Subject) credential and Educational Specialist credential candidates. For Multiple Subject and Educational Specialist credential candidates, Cycle 2 of the new Literacy TPA replace the required Reading Instruction Competency Assessment (RICA) requirement. 
[bookmark: _bookmark1]What is the CalTPA and why is NDNU using this TPA model?

CalTPA was one of three original TPA models that commenced after July 2008 (the other two TPA models were PACT and Fresno Assessment of Student Teachers or FAST). It originally was created in partnership with CTC and Education Testing Services and centered on four separate tasks that candidates complete successfully. Since June 2016, the CalTPA has undergone revisions for Multiple, Single Subject, and World Language teacher candidates: Pilot test (Spring 2017), field test (2017-2018), and implementation (July 1, 2018).

Furthermore, CalTPA is a new model for teacher candidates in Mild Moderate Support Needs (MMSN) and Extensive Support Needs (ESN) with field test (2021-22) and implementation (July 2, 2022). In the CalTPA model, the candidate must successfully complete two cycles: Cycle 1 with its focus on "Learning About Students and Planning Instruction'', and Cycle 2 with its focus on "Assessment-Driven Instruction." Both cycles follow cyclical steps of plan, teach and assess, reflect, and apply, as reflected in specific tasks that candidates will need to demonstrate and document as part of their portfolio submissions.

At NDNU, our MS and SS programs aligned with the SB 2042 requirements. NDNU participated in the Performance Assessment of California Teachers (PACT) in 2007, which was originated by Stanford. Due to the implementation of the Common Core Standards in 2013, revisions were made to the TPEs (adopted in June 2016) and TPAs (adopted in July 2018). As a result, PACT ended its operations as it was no longer aligned with the revised TPEs. During this time NDNU explored various TPA models and participated in a pilot study on the revised CalTPA. After further investigation and consultation with the CalTPA design team, NDNU formally implemented the revised CalTPA as its TPA model in Fall 2018. NDNU is continuing to use the CalTPA and in fall 2025 implemented the new CalTPA Version.
[bookmark: Whorequired]Who is required to submit both Cycles 1 and 2 CalTPA portfolios?

Currently all candidates who begin their first semester of student teaching in the Multiple Subject, Single Subject Credential and Education Specialist Credential Programs will be given an orientation to both student teaching and the required TPA as part of the state requirement. When credential candidates enroll in their student/intern teaching seminar they will also enroll in the corresponding CalTPA support course. Candidates will be provided with a copy of the Pearson Overview Candidate Guide for Cal TPA and voucher number to pay for their TPA registration via email with directions to bring the information to their next CalTPA support course meeting where faculty will guide candidates through the registration process. CalTPA support courses during the semester will guide candidates through the process of completing the required writing to template prompts, collecting supporting documents, and completing the required videos for submission for reviewer scoring.
[bookmark: _bookmark2][bookmark: Whatrequired]What is required for all CalTPA submissions?

Candidates are required to submit all written templates as designated by CalTPA. Pearson will provide blank templates for students to use for written submission in the candidate’s Pearson online platform account. Copies of the Registration Guide, Performance Assessment Guides, blank templates, submission deadlines, and additional support materials (e.g. video consent letters, etc.) will be posted in the CalTPA support course Canvas shell.  During the semester, per the course calendar, candidates will bring drafts of their response to templates and any related documents (samples of student works, assessment plans/ rubrics, etc.) to share for discussion and feedback.

[bookmark: Consentltrs]Candidates must secure signed consent from their students’ parents and school officials, and to keep the signed consent for recordkeeping prior to commencing filming. Consent forms for CalTPA videorecording are provided on the CalTPA Support courses Canvas shell for candidates to download.  Consent forms are available in the following languages: English, Chinese, and Spanish. 

Candidates must abide by the confidentiality policy as outlined by the CTC when recording and using teaching video clips; any non-compliance of confidentiality may result in removal or withholding of the preliminary credential. CalTPA Assessment Policies can be found on the following website: https://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=CACBT_TestingPolicies_CalTPA.html
[bookmark: _bookmark3][bookmark: Howscored]How are the CalTPA Cycles 1 and 2 submitted and scored?

Either the TPA Coordinator(s) and/or NDNU CalTPA Support Team faculty will assist our teacher candidates to register onto the Pearson online platform found on this link: 

https://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=CACBT_TestingPolicies_RICA_Video.html&t=RV

Open accounts on the online platform are valid for 12 months.

Candidates upload onto the online platform all supporting documents, including narrative responses on templates (MS Word or PDF), student samples, and video clips for each Cycle final submission. Once officially submitted, the candidate’s CalTPA portfolio will be assessed by scorers who have been calibrated and trained with the CCTC and Pearson. The identity of the portfolio will be maintained with confidentiality although the video portion may visually reveal the identity of the candidate. The identity of the scorer(s) will remain anonymous. Pearson will email candidates an Assessment Results Report providing a rubric score with comments for each rubric and a final total score. Candidates must upload this Assessment Rubric Report to their personal canvas file to provide access for the Credential Analyst as part of the documentation for their credential recommendation.  
[bookmark: Fees]What fees do I have to pay for CalTPA?

The implementation of any TPA model and overall costs of managing the TPA includes providing program staff to address credentialing issues of compliance and assessments, address training gaps in these roles; preparation program documents to meet the state standards, and additional support beyond that covered by tuition the CalTPA Support classes. At the time NDNU candidates enroll in each of their 2 student/intern teaching courses they also pay a $250 TPA Fee linked to each course. Each semester $150 of this fee is paid by NDNU to Pearson to cover the cost of a voucher for scoring the TPA: once for Cycle 1 and once for Cycle 2. The remainder of the fee is used to cover the cost of TPA compliance and remediation support by faculty not covered by the tuition for each CalTPA Support course in which candidates enroll during their student/intern teaching placement.

Candidates who do not pass a CalTPA Cycle enroll in a CalTPA Remediation course during which they will work with faculty to review their submission and the Assessment Results report. These documents will help the candidate and faculty with valuable feedback and guidance in making the decision on now to process in completing and submitting a new CalTPA document for scoring. 

[bookmark: _bookmark5][bookmark: Scoresemailed]How will candidates know the scores received on each CalTPA Cycle?

Score reporting to candidates includes releasing the rubric scores. The candidates will be emailed an Assessment Results Rubric which provides a summary of their rubric scores. On the new CalTPA Version 1 implemented in Fall 2025 the passing score for both Cycle and Cycle 2 is a total of 16 points.  

Effective February 2024, the CTC implemented a Secondary Passing Standard that allows teacher candidates to fulfill TPA requirement with lower passing score as long as the following conditions are met: 
1. The candidate is currently enrolled in the program.
2. The candidate has met all other current credential requirements, including passing the Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) for Multiple Subject and Education Specialist candidates.
3. The candidate scored within -1.0 SEM of the adopted passing standard for the appropriate, currently approved versions of the CalTPA.
4. The program has documented evidence from other sources that, together with the TPA results, the candidate has demonstrated competency in all domains of the Teaching Performance Expectations (TPE) for the credential sought. Note: Acceptable evidence may include observations of teaching, information gathered and documented from cooperating/mentor teachers, completed coursework assignments, other embedded formative and summative program level assessments for which the candidate has met the local passing expectation, and/or components of the TPA the candidate completed successfully (rubric score of 3 or above).
Any Cycle 1 or 2 submission that does not reach the Secondary Passing Standard will result in the candidate going through the remediation process explained in “Remediation Policy” which begins on page 10 of this handbook.
[bookmark: _bookmark6]NDNU CalTPA Remediation Policy
[bookmark: _bookmark11][bookmark: Supportstrategies]CTC Strategies for Supporting Candidates Who Do Not Meet the Passing Standard

Candidates who do not meet the secondary passing standard on one or both cycles may seek remedial support from their preparation programs by enrolling in a CalTPA Remediation course [EDU 4560 TPA Remediation Cycle 1; EDU 4561 TPA Remediation Cycle 2]. These candidates have the opportunity to retake the appropriate cycle(s) in accordance with the CalTPA Retake Policy. The maximum number of resubmissions needs to be determined by each teacher preparation program.

[bookmark: _bookmark12][bookmark: Remediationprocess]Remediation Process for Currently Enrolled NDNU Students and Alumni

Candidates must meet with their Program Director for clearance to enroll in the appropriate TPA Remediation course.  The course provides candidates the opportunity to work with CalTPA Team faculty to: 

· Review and discuss low-scoring rubrics
· [bookmark: _bookmark13][bookmark: Supportclass]Brainstorm tips and ideas for improvement in the next submission
CalTPA Support Class

The focus of this class is on meeting as a small cohort and/or 1:1 coaching for candidates who need to successfully pass CalTPA as part of their credential requirements. Candidates will meet online with their instructor to receive a detailed overview of the four steps and corresponding assessment tasks and scoring rubrics, explanation and practice of the appropriate use of materials. Furthermore, candidates will review their specific Cycle drafts, review instructor and cohort feedback in order for opportunities to revise their document for (re)submission.

CALTPA courses are linked with credential specific Student/Intern Teaching seminars so that candidates in their first semester of student/intern teaching will be in a CalTPA support class focused on Cycle 1 in their credential area. Candidates in their second semester of student/intern teaching will be in a CalTPA support class focused on Cycle 2 in their credential area. CalTPA support classes are scheduled to be on the same night and back-to-back with student/intern teaching seminars providing candidates the opportunity to bring discussions and content from seminars related to their teaching practice in their placements into the development of their TPA response.

NDNU also provides CalTPA courses focused on remediation for NDNU candidates who have completed all their credential requirements except CalTPA as well as teachers or individuals who did not complete their credential work at NDNU but still require passage of the CalTPA in order to qualify for a California teaching credential. Individuals needing to enroll in these courses must be admitted to NDNU as non-degree seeking students. These courses also met as small cohorts and/or 1:1 in the evening to provide coaching.

The table below provides the course numbers for the Student/Intern teaching Seminar and the matching CalTPA Support class in which candidates need to enroll.

	Student/Intern Teaching Seminar
	CalTPA Support Class

	EDU 4270 Student/Intern Teaching I ES
	EDU 4260 CalTPA SPED Support Cycle 1

	EDU 4271 Student/Intern Teaching II ES
	EDU 4261 CalTPA SPED Support Cycle 2

	EDU 4350 Student/Intern Teaching I MS
	EDU 4360 CalTPA MS Support Cycle 1

	EDU 4351 Student/Intern Teaching II MS
	EDU 4361 CalTPA MS Support Cycle 2

	EDU 4450 Student/Intern Teaching I SS
	EDU 4460 CalTPA SS Support Cycle 1

	EDU 4451 Student/Intern Teaching II SS
	EDU 4461 CalTPA SS Support Cycle 2

	
	

	Remediation for candidates and alums who have not passed the TPA

	EDU 4560 CalTPA Remedial 1 (Cycle 1)

	
	EDU 4561 CalTPA Remedial 2 (Cycle 2)



[bookmark: Onlinelinks]Where can I go online or who can I contact to access more information about CalTPA?
· CTC CalTPA Support for Candidates website
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/performance-assessment/caltpa 
· CalTPA Candidate Office Hours, Wednesdays 4:15-5:00PM 
Zoom link:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89310433740#success 
· Official information about CalTPA: http://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com
· CalTPA Approved Passing Standards: https://www.ctc.ca.gov/performance-assessment/tpa-approv-stand 
· Secondary Passing Standard: https://www.ctc.ca.gov/performance-assessment/secondary-passing-standard
· Feel free the contact the TPA Support Team faculty listed on page 3 of this handbook.
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