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Stanford Potential Purchase of the NDNU Belmont Campus FAQ’s

Overview: 

In September 2021, NDNU entered into an option to purchase agreement with Stanford University which gives Stanford the option to acquire the Belmont campus property by June 2025. The agreement is designed to support the academic missions of both universities. NDNU will continue to operate as an independent, nonprofit, private Catholic institution and remains dedicated to providing high-quality education, rooted in our values.

The potential relocation of the NDNU campus is currently being explored. We are committed to remaining in San Mateo County, but no final decisions have been made regarding where and when we will relocate. Through a pre-arranged leaseback agreement, NDNU has the option of remaining on the Belmont campus for a period of time should Stanford complete its purchase of the property.

Rest assured that regardless of the potential relocation of the NDNU campus, our focus remains on supporting our students, faculty, and the broader community as we continue to grow and adapt. It is important to remember that the Notre Dame de Namur community is not just a physical space—it's a network of people, values, and traditions that will endure no matter where we are located. We are excited about the future and the opportunities that lie ahead. 

FAQs:

What impact will the potential Stanford purchase of the NDNU Belmont campus have on prospective or current students?
None. NDNU will remain an independent, non-profit, Catholic university. Prospective or currently enrolled students will be able to continue their degree programs without any disruption. If NDNU relocates its campus, should Stanford acquire the campus property, we are committed to finding a new location in San Mateo County, so there will be minimal impact to the access students have to campus classrooms and/or support facilities. The goal for a new campus will be to improve the student experience at all levels of the university, providing students with a modern learning environment, whether it be in-person, fully online, or hybrid. 

What will happen to the NDNU staff and faculty if the Belmont campus is sold?
NDNU staff and faculty will continue to work in their respective roles to support NDNU’s mission and degree programs. Should the property’s sale go through with Stanford, relocation is not likely to occur for at least 6-12 months after the sale. NDNU leadership will work with all faculty and associates to minimize the disruption during the relocation to a new campus. The sale would most likely be complete in August 2025, so there will be plenty of time to notify everyone affected by a relocation before it takes place. NDNU is committed to staying in San Mateo County, so any relocation will have minimal impact to those commuting to campus for work or attending classes.

Why is NDNU pursuing the sale of its Belmont campus to Stanford?
NDNU’s potential sale of the Belmont campus property is part of a strategic decision in 2020 by the Board of Trustees to ensure the long-term sustainability of NDNU and the pivot from a primarily 4-year undergraduate residential institution to a focus on graduate and undergraduate degree completion programs. The potential sale to Stanford will allow the university to focus on its core mission and future plans for growth through in-person, fully online, and hybrid degree programs in Business, Education, and Psychology.

Why is Stanford potentially purchasing the NDNU Belmont campus?
The Belmont campus and community present exciting opportunities for Stanford as it extends its educational mission and focus on more purposeful engagement with the region. The Conditional Development Plan that Stanford submitted to the City of Belmont would provide Stanford University with the flexibility to reposition the campus in a way that supports new academic uses and greater community engagement.

How is Stanford engaging with Belmont and the NDNU Community?
Stanford recognizes the historical significance of the NDNU Belmont campus and is committed to respecting its legacy. Stanford has engaged with the NDNU community, supporters, and the broader Bay Area community via public forums, events, meetings, and official communications to share information about their plans, receive feedback, and address any concerns. They have also set up a dedicated website to keep the community informed of their plans: https://belmont.stanford.edu. If you have any questions for the Stanford project team, you can email them directly at: belmontcampus@stanford.edu. 

What will happen to the on-campus facilities and services after the potential sale?
The agreement with Stanford allows NDNU to lease back facilities to use on the Belmont campus after the potential sale. NDNU will coordinate with Stanford to ensure that essential services and facilities remain operational during the post-sale transition period, which will likely be over a 6 to 12-month period into 2026. The university will coordinate with Stanford to minimize any disruption to campus life and provide clear guidance on any changes to services, should they occur.

How will NDNU honor its legacy and history if the campus is sold?
NDNU is deeply committed to preserving its rich history and legacy. The university will ensure that the campus’s heritage is respected and that its contributions to the community are recognized. Stanford is committed to restoring the Ralston Mansion, the Carriage House and Taube Center as part of their proposed development plan. NDNU is developing a digital twin of the campus so we can retain and celebrate its legacy with future generations.

How can the NDNU community provide feedback or ask additional questions?
NDNU encourages students, faculty, staff, alumni, and other community stakeholders to share their questions and concerns. NDNU has several channels for feedback, including a dedicated email address ndnu.stanford@ndnu.edu, community forums, and will provide direct communication from university leadership as more detailed plans emerge.
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